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Feather Reed Grass

Check out our new Xeriscape Demo

Simply Complex: Rainwater Capture

A spring shower hits the District and you capture the runoff in five gallon
buckets to put to beneficial use, seems like a good idea, right? While rain-
water capture sounds like a simple way to provide you with extra water, the

Garden signs this summer. Now identi-
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legal aspects of rainwater harvesting make it complex.

Allowing homeowners to capture runoff pre-

vents the return of water to these systems and

potentially harms water right holders. With many senior water rights in
Colorado already over-appropriated and long-term effects yet to be deter-
mined, lawmakers have taken a cautious approach in dealing with this issue.

Under Colorado water law, nearly every drop
of water that falls from the sky already belongs
to a water right owner in the state. As precipi-
tation reaches the earth, it enters stream sys-
tems and permeates the ground, replenishing
lakes, reservoirs and underground aquifers.

One proposal—House Bill 1129—is aimed at changing this longstanding rule
by allowing rainwater capture systems, along with pilot projects throughout
the state to study the impact on water rights and stream systems. For more
information visit the Colorado General Assembly at www.leg.state.co.us

Bright Idea!

Redirect downspouts toward plants and trees in your garden.
Only capturing rainwater is illegal in Colorado.

water, returns

In 2008, Cherokee hosted a countywide pilot-program known as
Water Returns. Nine District residents attended five, half-day work-

= shops focusing on water-wise

and sustainable landscape de-
sign and implementation.

| Following the workshops, par-
[ | ticipants applied their new

. Projects varied from simple
= retrofits to full-scale renova-
tions.

See the results for
yourself!

Photos courtesy of M.B. Anderson

knowledge to their landscapes.

Cherokee will be participating again in 2009 and have selected five

residents for this year’s program

We'll keep you up to date on our participants’ progress in hopes of

inspiring your own project!

We'd like to recognize and thank
2008 program participants and wel-
come 2009 participants to the Wa-

A Special Thanks To:

2008 Participanys;

ter Returns Community. De?vzl;f;“]izf;’dci: ,:r:"'ketn
Catherine crawfofdon

You can be part of Water Returns Pat Howe

by signing up for the Extended Joi‘:'y,’:; ‘Jncl)nes-

Community Newsletter! Visit Karen peag(,)sg;,

cherokeemetro.org and look for Frank & Terr; Spitzer

the Water Returnslogo!



